
 

NB: Steward Investigation/Hearing decisions are subject to Appeal under the Rules of Greyhound Racing. 

 

 

GRV Stewards Inquiry Finalised on Monday 12 August 2019 
 
Date of Hearing:  Monday 12 August 2019   
Venue of Hearing: GRV Head Office 
Name: Mr Peter Fairbank  
Greyhound: Dusty’s Charlie    
Rule: GAR 69B   
 
Inquiry: Exhibition Trial conducted at Healesville on 11 August 2019.  
 
Officiating Stewards: Mr Paul Searle – Chief Steward 
  

REPORT 

An Exhibition Trial was conducted by Dusty’s Charlie at Healesville on Sunday 11 August 
2019 in the lead up to the National Straight Track Championship on 18 August 2019.  

After considering the circumstances surrounding the conduct and nature of the trial, the 
matter was referred by the Chief Steward to the Healesville Stewards Panel to officially 
open and hold an inquiry into the performance of Dusty’s Charlie in the trial, with specific 
regard to Local Rule 39. 

39 Trials between Events  

39.1 The Board may at any time permit greyhounds to run in a trial in between Events at a 
Meeting.  

39.2 Without limiting LR 39.1 (Vic), any greyhound which runs in a trial in between Events 
at a Meeting shall be subject to the Rules as if the greyhound was running in an Event.  

Mr Fairbank was required to have Dusty’s Charlie undergo a Veterinary examination by Dr 
Barbara Backhoy at the Langwarrin Veterinary Clinic on 12 August 2019 which revealed 
Dusty’s Charlie to have a sore right shoulder, with a 3-day stand-down period 
recommended.   

At the Stewards inquiry, submissions were received from Mr Fairbank (trainer), vision of the 
trial was considered and the veterinary report from Dr Backhoy was accepted. After 
considering the evidence and the provisions of Local Rule 39, the Stewards issued a charge 
to Mr Fairbank under GAR 69B in that Dusty’s Charlie failed to pursue the lure with due 
commitment (by reason of injury) during the Exhibition trial at Healesville on 11 August 
2019.  

Mr Fairbank pleaded guilty to the charge, which was accepted by the Stewards.  

 



 

 

 

 

R69B Failing to pursue by reason of injury - first time only 

(1) Where, in the opinion of the Stewards, a greyhound fails to pursue the lure with due 
commitment for the first time only then it shall be examined by the officiating veterinary 
surgeon or authorised person at the meeting and  

(a) if found to be injured, it shall be suspended until the completion of a satisfactory trial, 
and the specifics shall be recorded in the relevant Controlling Body Register, or where 
applicable, the Certificate of Registration or Weight Card of the greyhound. 

(b) if found not to be injured, then the provisions of Rule 69A shall apply. 

As a first offence for failing to pursue and an injury being confirmed, the provisions of GAR 
69B were applied. 

As a result, Dusty’s Charlie must complete a Satisfactory Trial in accordance with GAR 69B 
before competing again and in this specific case, before being cleared to take its place in the 
National Straight Track Championship or any other event.  

If failing the clear the Stewards Satisfactory trial before scratching time for this event, 
Dusty’s Charlie will be withdrawn as ineligible from the National Straight Track 
Championship at Healesville on Sunday.  

 

…………………………………………. 
PAUL SEARLE 
CHIEF STEWARD  
GREYHOUND RACING VICTORIA 


